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The signal recognition particle (SRP) is a ribonucleoprotein complex essential for protein
translocation across the periplasmic membrane in prokaryotes and the endoplasmic reticulum
in eukaryotes. The evolutionary conserved “minimal” SRP consists of one ~50 kDa protein
and one RNA molecule. We are studying the structure of components of the bacterial SRP.

A good native data set has been collected to 2.6 Angstrom of relatively speaking excellent
quality and redundancy. Since the crystals are very anisotropic the data are in fact better than
they seem from the statistics alone. The structure has since been solved using a Lutetium
MAD data set collected elsewhere. The high resolution native data set will be used for
structure refinement once the model has been built.




